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Spiritual Retreats Ending Homelessness. Fall 2009

? ( eudYou, GET up, TAKE YOUR M AT THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TRANSFORMED
AND GOHOME? ww+ * wk o wl

St . Lukefs account of Jesus
lowered through the roof tiles, has always been a source (¢
much grace for me. Given the number of characters in th
story, the complex route the paralytic man took to reach Jesu|
the number of people he needed to rely on to get there, and t
packed room where Jesus was teaching, makes for a very ri
prayer using Ignatian contemplation. The passage speaks to
many aspects of my lifethe many obstacles that keep me
from being in the presence of Christ, all the people in my life
that are channels for Godds

| can experience, keeping from a senseeofiig home

This summer, however, while on retreat at Bellarmine Retrea
House in Barrington, lllinois, this passage took on new mean ;

ing for me. The paralytic man became the hundreds of home- aretha Masten (L), Linda Catanzara (middle) and Sr. Mary Ann

|l ess men and women who candt %Iz‘f’\ljf@zt?bgrSQ/lS Ifﬁeedﬁéo{“éll’ﬁiﬁ‘@?
ever it is that is keeps them on the streets. Those who carried’

the man on his mat became the bv Linda Cat
numerous resources needed to y Linda Latanzara

B break the viscous cycle of home- . . . o
el |essness and addiction. The scribes | first met Sandra on our weekend overnight Ignatian Spirituality

5 . . Project retreat in May. It was held outside Akron, Ohio, at Loyola
4 and Pharisees who were scandalized s
by Jesusd action Pfetr}ﬁil‘z?'}(%sea@d Wehadotrfivelﬁdhﬂéer? from Cleveland ;]N'th ¢
4 skepticism many people take to- group of ~women lving at the

A wards the idea thahomeless dra appeared quiet and in the course of the weekend | felt drawt

: to her, having |l earned that
men and women do have a prison.

spiritual life in need of nour-

ishment. In the sacred space of sharing during the retreat, | was privilege
] ] to hear her story of courage, hope and determination to react
Tom Drexler, Most of all, this passage was in- goals she had set for herself since leaving prison. One of her goa

Executive Director credibly affirmingyasadenrdllmRRéiSge iMthealls bigoXvitnessed the sharing o
Like the paralyzed man, before ner spiritual journey as she spoke of her involvement in AA and
homeless men and women are able to pick themselves up anfow the support of this group sustained her faith and recovery.
go home, they need to experience the healing of Christ. The
brokenness of their lives has left them paralyzed and excludegye hecame spiritual companions, and over the last few month:
from societyd that crowded house where Jesus was teaching.her spirituality and strength to do what she needs to do continue
Yes, homeless men and women often need multiple services tg, inspire and challenge me in my own life. Her story is touched
help them navigate the complex journey out of homeless. Thisyith joy as she smiles and speaks of her daughter and grandch

is not unlike the paralyzed man relying on so many to help himgren. She always appears closely tethered to God in all her expe
reach Jesus, yet ultimately, his encounter with the Lord empowgnces.

ered him to go home.

Please help us continue our ministry of providing that Recently, Sandra received a housing voucher and m0\_/ed into he

. . . own apartment. She also started classes at a community college
which will ultimately allow a homeless man or Clevel and. She has remained ¢
woman the ability to stand tall and return home. Support group at the shelter.

You remain in our prayers. Continued on page three



THE ESTION for Him in the fi
QUESTIO there, andhen he found God In
by Jordan Skar

r : o
the still small voices
Wedbre off to visij anaosther shtelte

Paul Frederick, SJ (New Orleans ? 11 ha tdf | W? ﬁ ¢ .hhe S
Province) and | arrive just as the |0 M€ and fora ot of the guys: they

house meeting begins. The group felp us find that S'[I,|| small voice, and
twenty men are seated in a long ov P

tem o it. O

in the center of the dining room. Theis response made reminded me of a
smel |l of yest er drated this srnnmeni®Denvern Dur- d
laundry hang as heavy as the facesing our closing ritual, Daniel stood
Paul and | listen as the topics emergefore his fellow retreatants, and f L1 (A
struggles to find work, strategies to placed his Letter to God on the Bible. Jordan Skarr
locate housing, protocol around equite offered a humble prayer: people today? Associate Director
table computer use. ) From what are

0Dear God, itd eé‘ so thank-

_ ) . S an : e
As we begin, someone asks, K& f y| for coming htePey %uf'ferlng fing \yry” d?%wu nd heal -

62dAf R L o6l yi (2 idgihatdnevet expedied ahB Ifdellégn We bring them down from
' ?
A valid question, made all the more™MUch closer o you and to who you their crosses?

real as he looks around his residends@ "'t mMe t 0 be. 0 Aq|patched Daniel pour his heart

He isreally askiio h o w  wi | As hd stbédshere, crying softly, theout and receive the gift of peace and
hel p me get out gouphel@Himeandhonored him wifreedom he had been long seeking, |
Paul moves to the center of the oval€SPectful silence. As he finished, | thought this is what ISP is about: We

. . . ouls g I kirin ¢rucitied dowrhfrem thairu c i f i x
owell, o6 he begi ns Od[ r'h%ﬁyr errﬁ%hiq Eﬁl}a%cgpsgsg; nFr treat, the cross of

t
in the Ol d Test alfiRgstoc gb e
heard of it, when Elijah goes up to 4™29€ suddenly became moare cleamddiction, the cross of poverty, the

mountain to findinThealt Discéemen ia Trousfégss Of isolation are no mote

and collects a few remembering nod$mesDean Brackley, SJ poses cengall more than that, we are privileged
OElijah 1 ooked ffaithquéstiodls basad oh Igratia® ad witrfess the resurrection that can
quake, and He wagpiitdality: Whoeareehe critiffed | oRyOrdiiGnd

| was deeply moved by the experience of helping
facilitate t he recent I SP
Denver. | heard two stories that will be with me

the rest of my life. On Sunday morning | got up pretty early and had time to quietly reflect. | realized that during the
retreat | had literally watched the Passion and Death of Jesus in the women, and now Sunday morning we had all come
to the Resurrection together. | am very grateful to have been part of this very sacred experience of life shared with all
present. It seemed that although many of the women didn't know each other in the beginning, we were all sisters by
the end. They encouraged each other and hoped the best for each other.

SHARING IN THE RESSURECTION by Sue Gomez
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Sue Gomez (back row, second from the right) is a coordinator on the ISP team in Denver.
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THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TRANSFORMED

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

She plans to attend our edey re- =
treat in October and give a perso
witness

Being in relationship with Sandra tf =
enriched my life. It is this mutualif=
the being with, rather than doing f ;

tual journey and relationship wif
God. | continue to be surprised §=
God working in my life through thf=

ships that the retreats offer me. Fi
ing God in these relationships a
experiences offers opportunities &
God to nudge me to continue f
grow in grace and love.

''''''
Y

Brenda Haller on retreat at Loyola

When Sandra called me recently to letof the |akes last September
me know that she had a new grand-

daughter- and she at the momen
was holding her in her arms in th
hospital gratitude and love werg
filling both our hearts.

JuLy |

July 2009

Linda Catanzaralong with Nancy

Rowell, are coordinators on thg 1112 Houston Women
retreat team in Cleveland. 1718 Houston Men
25 Wash., DC Men
August
29 Chicago Team Formation Day
Ignatian Spirituality Project
, September
| Board of Directors | 1-2 Denver Women
5 Cleveland Women
WILLIAME. QREELSJ, BGAIR 11-13 Wash. DC Women
Gregory Casimer 1820 Wash. DC Men
Thomas Drexler 26  Chicago Women
Daniel Flaherty, SJ 2627 Chicago Men
Jenéne Francis October
John Howard 3 Cleveland Women
Ernest Lausier 1618 Boston Men
Richard Millbourn, SJ 1718 Milwaukee Women
W2KY hQ. NASY 1718 Baltimore Women
Joan Carole Schaffner, SC 2325 Boston Women
2425 Cincinnati Men
Edward Shurna Chicago Women
Suzanne Zuercher, OSB 24 Chicago Men
31- San Francisco Men
Nov. 1 St. Louis Men

Fall 2009: Volume 9, Issue 2
Contributors: Amanda Browitonge, Linda|
Catanzara, Tom Drexler, Sue Gomez an
Jordan Skarr

Did you know!:

During the next progra
year ISP will offer retreat
in 3 new cities:

Omaha
New Orleans
Detroit

UJ

Welcome to our network!

Over 60 retreatdn
15 cities ISP
keeps growing!

RETREAT SCHEDULE
D ECEMBER 2009

November
7-8 Cleveland Women
14 Cleveland Women
1415 Baltimore Men
21 Chicago Women
21-22 Chicago Men
December
5 St. Louis Men
Cleveland Women
12 Chicago Men
1516 New Orleans Men
1718 Atlanta Women
1920 Atlanta Men
1920 Chicago Women

By the Numbers

January June 2010

15 States

33 Retreats
132 Volunteers
396 Retreatants

- ENDINGHOMELESSNESS
1 person at a time




WEZRE M AKING A DIFFERENCE.

Toward the close of every retreat, as people contemplate
going back to the shelter, the same question is asked

G.dzii 6KIFG KIFLILISya HFGSNI 6KS NBGONBIFGKE
From September until June, ISP will hold 20 retreats|in
Chicago, with homeless women and men from over 15

agencies. Keeping in substantive contact with the rg
treatants has been a long term, time intensive goal.

Excitingly, a fultime Jesuit Volunteer and an intern from
Loyola Universityds I nstitute of Pastoral Studi|es
the Chicago ISP team. We will now be able to better ac-
company the egoing spiritual journey of the retreatants.

Cathy Reid, from the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, will be ofgaly Reid (R) and Tom Duicher (Middle) speak with a
nizing all 20Chicago retreats, and coordinate the team with etreatant about the retreat experience.
Patricia Crowley, OSB. Cathy will also work at expapding

the number of faith sharing groups in Chicago shelte :
Five Ways YOU CAN HELP

Participating in an ISP faith sharing group nurtures t

spirit of transformation forged on retreat and sup- :
ports the vexing journey out of homelessness. - Send us your Christmas Card addresses

Tom Dutcher will intern with ISP for the entire year Share this letter with your faith community
he pursues two pastoral degrees from Loyola Unive gt S EREIUEEIRe Ao C VAT

Tom will coor di n-aprereatslarid [GEASIRER IR EETRToINRE T B TR [ [E11E])
meet onen-one with any former retreatant who desirgsiplelaEVR=RVE TR (=1 oM aa=1a W= 1ale RNoTga[STaRe [oNo]g|

on-going spiritual conversation. retreats that are ending homelessness

€.£Z "ON LINY3d oBEILn BAY DOOMUS
o OOV 09909 I ‘0BeAD BAY P 19 N ¥129

aivd 39v.1sod sn 'SSaUSSa|aWOoH Bulpug syeanay fenyids
940 LIHOYdNON 1098l01d Aureniuids ueneub|

wi |




